THE KING HAS BOLD FAITH – AND THAT TOO, ONLY BY GRACE

1 Samuel 27 – 28:2   Ephesians 2:8-10

You wouldn’t think you were reading about the same man, in this chapter this morning. “Now I will perish one day by the hand of Saul.” Did David really say that? – David, who in chapter 26, the chapter we looked at last week, rebuked Abishai when he wanted to kill Saul with the very same word that David now thinks will be true of himself; verse nine: "David said to Abishai, Do not destroy him for who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and be without guilt," David said, "As the Lord lives, surely the Lord will strike him, or his day will come that he dies, or he will go down into battle and perish." But now it’s David who thinks he will perish. Is this really the same David who just two verses earlier, in verse 24 of chapter 26, had prayed that his life would be as safe in the hands of the Lord as Saul’s life had been in his hands that day when he could so easily have stuck Saul to the ground with his own spear? Is it really that same David who now says, “Now I will perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me to do than to escape into the hands of the Philistines”? 

It is, people of God, the very same David; and he might be wrong but he’s not at all unusual. David wrote so many Psalms, wonderful Psalms that are full of faith, even if many of them begin with doubt and despair. 

#
Psalm 16, for example; “You will not abandon my soul to hell nor your Holy One to see the pit.” 

#
Psalm 23; “Even though I walk in the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil.” 

#
Psalm 27; “The Lord is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear?” 

#
Psalm 37; “Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for him for evildoers will I cut off.” 

#
Psalm 42 & 43, “Why are you in despair O my soul? Trust in the Lord.” 

And so on. And then of course Psalm 116, on which the hymn we just sang is based. David wrote these words, “Be still my soul. The Lord is on your side.” But he forgot them today. It really is the same David and David is learning that, bold faith though he had just yesterday – faith, like righteousness, is a gift of God’s grace. It is not something we can generate out of ourselves. It is not something we can maintain ourselves. So if we have faith, people of God, we should be humbly thankful. Or else God will, thankfully, humble us, lest we boast. 

David did write those Psalms, and many more like them; and he wrote them by the inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit. So there’s no mistake in them. They are not overstating the case about faith. They are not overstating the Lord’s goodness or the Lord’s faithfulness and reliability. They are not even overstating how David himself clung to the Lord. David wrote the Psalms and he wrote them in good faith. But there was only one who fulfilled the Psalms and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. And he fulfilled them in every sense of the word. He fulfilled the prophecies contained in them. He lived the Psalms to the letter. He lived in the spirit of the Psalms and he lived out of the spirit of the Psalms.

Sometimes we are disappointed in our fellow-Christians. Don't forget to wonder how often they might be disappointed in us. And that’s why, partly, John the Baptist said, “Christ must increase in your estimation and I must decrease.” There is only one who has perfection and while it is true that Christian leaders are to be examples whose faith we are commanded to follow, Hebrews 13, it is also true that we may follow them only as they follow Christ, 1 Corinthians 11. For it is only the Lord Jesus Christ who has a constant, stable faith, a constant calmness of Spirit, a continual righteousness. 

David frankly suffers a failure of faith in today’s story and as a consequence he finds himself in the dreadful situation of appearing ready to fight against his own people; – the Lord’s people; – his Lord’s people; and therefore he finds himself in the dreadful situation of appearing to fight against the Lord himself. Even so, the Lord preserves him and the Lord maintains him in useful kingdom service. So we have here in today’s story both a warning and an encouragement. I want to say three things. First of all,

1.
SOMETIMES FAITH FALTERS 

How did this situation come about? – and so soon after that wonderful performance of last week? There are four points I would like to mention.

First of all, we need to remember that David was but a man and there is not a man upon the earth who does right.
 At least there is certainly not a man upon the earth who does right all the time or even a lot of the time; and we should not expect more of men and women than that they be men and women – human beings. Therefore, brothers and sisters, we need to be patient with others when they disappoint us, when they bring shame on the Lord’s name and on the church and on the Gospel, so that we ourselves even feel embarrassed and ashamed. And we may not be able to understand how they could fall into that sin! Perhaps they are not tempted with the sins that you are tempted with. 

It is true, especially as young Christians, we ought to be able to look to older people for examples and it can be quite disillusioning as you grow up and you see that we are not all that perhaps you once thought. I can remember having times when I was disillusioned like that. But God never intended we trust in another human being. The only human being we are ever to trust in is the one who is God himself, the Lord Jesus Christ. David was but a man! 

Secondly, David is, as they say about the stock market sometimes, coming off a high here. We are reminded of Elijah after the great victory that he had over the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. David has just won this great victory over Saul. He has marched right into his camp. He has uplifted his spear and water-bottle and so shown to Saul how vulnerable he is. But David won the victory over himself; he restrained himself. And he also won a victory over his own men and the temptation of his own men to take Saul’s life, “I’ll do him in with one fell swoop. It’ll be so easy David,” said Abishai. But David restrained Abishai. This sort of reaction is not really all that uncommon. We can rise to the great occasion but we do not have the strength to remain there forever. You see it quite often with people who have experienced a great struggle or maybe experienced great grief. An old Brethren writer put it this way: "In our hearts faith exhausts itself by an unusual effort. Faith may carry us through a crisis but the heart, which is the vessel of faith, is terrified by it. Only in Jesus can we find that perfect equanimity."
 And once again, congregation, we ought not to be surprised when we ourselves, or others that we know, fail, when just a little while ago they were so strong. 

Thirdly, David was so strong last week after a long period of trial and struggle and hardship. David has been fleeing Saul for several years now and before that he was trying to please Saul when Saul could never be satisfied. 

#
Saul had made him the commander of a thousand to get him out of his sight, because of his jealousy. 

#
Saul had had David’s house surrounded so that David had to flee out of the only window that was out of sight of the guards. 

#
David had become, inadvertently, when he fled, responsible for death of the priests of Nob at Saul’s hand. 

#
He had delivered the village of Keilah and then the Lord quickly tells him that Keilah would hand him over to Saul. 

#
The Ziphites, of his own tribe, Judah, had betrayed him twice. 

#
He had had narrow escapes at the cave of Adullam and at the cave of Engedi.

#
And just last week he took his own life into his hands; he crept into Saul’s camp; he took Saul’s life into his hands – and let him go again, even though Saul was, as David said, “pursuing him like a partridge in the mountains.” Surely David could be forgiven for being plain tired and worn-out, couldn’t he? For, as well as that, he had these six hundred men and their wives and families to provide for; not an easy thing to do on the run. 

David was just a human being. He had been living through times of great struggle, stretched like a rubber band for several years. He had just performed that great feat of faith last week. Yet, it has to be said, David sinned. With all the sympathy and empathy we must have for somebody in a situation like David's, nevertheless, to doubt the Lord and to act on that doubt in the manner that David does by going over to his enemies, was sin. 

And how did that come about? The very first words of our text tell us: “Then David said to himself.” Now it is a very good thing to talk to ourselves. David did it often in the Psalms and by doing so he often talked himself round to faith in God again. He even exhorts us to do it. For example, in Psalm 4, verse 4, “Meditate in your heart upon your bed and be still.” In Psalm 42 and Psalm 43 you hear David doing it. He talks to himself and he says, “Why are you in despair O my soul? Why are you disturbed within me? Hope in God man! for I shall again praise him.” 

But this time David talked only to himself about his despair, “Now I will perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me to do but to escape into the land of the Philistines.” He forgot God! You remember, before God had revealed him to Israel as the saviour in chapter 23, when he delivered the village of Keilah, God had sent to David Gad the prophet – to bring the Word of God to him; he had also sent to him, in the same chapter, chapter 22, Abiathar the priest with the Urim and the Thummim. Whatever exactly they were, they were for David the king to bring questions to and the priest to find God’s answer. And with the prophet and the priest and David as the king, you have the three offices of the kingdom all in place. David was "fully equipped unto every good work"
 in building the kingdom. But in his depression and despair and sheer tiredness he forgot to ask the prophet and he forgot to ask the priest; he forgot God. 

How often do we all do the same? We meditate on our beds at night – yes, and we get angry and have arguments with all and sundry and we cross bridges we may never come to in our life. Stupid, isn’t it? It’s also sinful. It’s a lack of faith. For will not grace through faith that has brought us safe thus far, also take us all the way home and supply all our needs in Christ Jesus along the way?
 

Sometimes faith falters and what situations we get ourselves into when it does. 

#
David goes over to the enemy and the unbeliever for protection. 

#
Some of the arguments I have heard at times for the reason why Christian schools should integrate into the State system reflect precisely that! 

#
Do we sometimes go out and seek non-Christian counselors and psychologists rather than looking to the Lord or seeking advice first of all from those who are his own people who can come to us with the Word of God? 

And because David doesn’t bring his fears to the Lord he finds himself in the position of having to pretend he was an enemy of the Lord’s people. And that implies being an enemy of the Lord. What a state for a Christian to find himself in. And David did it so well – because once you are playing that game you’ve got to play it well – he did it so well he found himself in the position of being trusted by his enemies, the enemies of the Lord’s people, against his own people; and then being simply expected by Achish to go to war with him against Israel! Chapter 28, verse 1; “Now it came about in those days that the Philistines gathered their armed camps for war, to fight against Israel and Achish said to David, Know assuredly that you will go out with me in the camp, you and your men.” What could David do? Well, he gave a very clever answer; “Very well, you shall know what your servant can do. So Achish said to David, Very well, I will make you my bodyguard for life.” 

But notice the Lord’s grace in this – all the way; and this is my second point; 

2.
GOD STILL USES FALTERING FAITH 

David had been to Achish before – when he made out he was mad. He probably figured that Achish would accept him now, a few years later, because he would have heard well and truly by now how Saul had been searching for David and persecuting him for a number of years. He might even have thought that David would become an ally. But a king can’t take a band in like this willy nilly; we all have to pay our keep one way or another. It would seem that David thought he might do this more or less as a mercenary for Achish because we read in verse nine that after his raids he would report back to Achish. 

David lacked faith and he was compromising himself but he had no intention in the world of betraying his own people, or God, consciously. And what Abigail had said to him earlier was still true: “David fought the Lord’s battles.” But living right in Achish’s capital was no place to play a double game – someone might blow his cover even by accident. So, at his request, Achish gave David the city, or village or town, of Ziklag.

Ziklag had originally been given to the tribe of Simeon but it was later taken by the Philistines and then apparently left empty. Achish couldn’t have given David a better place to live and operate from and so preserve his cover. And we should see God’s grace in this congregation. But also a warning: just because sometimes we seem to succeed and not get into too great trouble doesn’t mean that we are not essentially out of fellowship with the Lord and his will. That’s really what this story is about – the Lord’s preserving grace even when we lack faith and get out of the Lord’s will. Just as we saw a while back that David’s righteousness was a gift of God’s grace,
 so David’s faith is a gift of God’s grace. 

Ziklag was nicely situated between Philistia and south-west Judah and when Achish would ask David where he raided today, David didn’t quite lie. Achish would have thought David was protecting his eastern border with Israel and bringing plunder from Israel whereas, in fact, David was rather protecting Judah’s south-western border, not so much from the Philistines at the present time, but from other desert tribes, and bringing Achish plunder from them – tribes that may well have been on friendly terms with Achish. And David made sure Achish never heard the real story because he never left any survivors. They were probably all nomadic tribes and he killed men, women and children as well as combatants.

And we are horrified. And we should be horrified, because we read that "David did not leave a man or woman alive to bring to Gath saying, Otherwise they will tell about us saying, So has David done and so has been his practice all the time he has lived in the country of the Philistines" (v.11). 

Who were these tribes and was David just acting the terrorist here? They were old enemies of Israel who were, by God’s specific command to Israel years ago, to be completely destroyed when Israel conquered the land under Joshua. They were Canaanite tribes who had, in the words of Genesis 15 when God made the promise to Abraham, “filled up by now the measure of their sins.” In other words, God drove those tribes out of the land of Canaan at that time to make room for Israel in a kind of eternal, final judgment on those tribes and those Canaanite nations. We know that for sure about the Amalekites. The Geshurites and the Girzites we don’t hear of elsewhere. Probably we should assume they were allied tribes. So, in this case, David was not sinning in destroying them.
 He wasn’t just a terrorist. He was still fighting the Lord’s battles but his motives don’t seem to be pure. The text makes too much of the fact that he killed everybody to prevent survivors informing Achish. His motives were mixed. 

On the other hand, congregation, how often are our motives pure? Yet even in this compromised situation, arrived at because of lack of faith, and with these mixed motives, the Lord still used David to destroy the Lord's enemies and to protect his people and to advance the kingdom of Israel, the kingdom of God. As a matter of fact, David was doing more than that. If you would read the last paragraph of chapter 30 of 1 Samuel and if you would read the first half of 1 Chronicles chapter 12 you would find that rather than conducting raids against Judah as Achish thought, David was cultivating good relationships with the people of south-western Judah, and the Jerahmeelites and the Kenites, allies of Judah.
 And it was precisely these people who were first to join him and accept him after Saul was killed by the Philistines in the next few chapters. 

David is definitely playing a double-game here and it’s a dangerous business. And it all came about because of his lack of faith. He put himself in very grave danger, as we will see in coming chapters. We can understand the lack of faith. We better, because how often does our own faith falter? Yet the wonderful thing is that the Lord still used David even in that situation of compromise. 

We should be encouraged by this congregation. The Lord demands perfection. “Be ye holy even as I am holy.” But he knows we will never attain it until Jesus comes again. So the Lord is always using crooked sticks to strike straight blows in the work of his church and kingdom in this world. “He remembers that we are but dust,” Psalm 103, that we are weak and that, therefore, we often falter and stumble. Yet he still uses us to promote his cause in the world; to promote his glory; to promote the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and the salvation of sinners. So be encouraged and keep on serving the Lord. Thirdly, in summing it all up, 

3.
FAITH, LIKE RIGHTEOUSNESS, IS A GIFT OF GOD’S GRACE 

I want to say two things here.

First of all, we need to be patient with one another and even, in a sense, with ourselves. David had acted so wonderfully, so honourably, and with such great faith in chapter 26. He says to Abishai, "Who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and be without guilt? As the Lord lives, surely the Lord will strike him (Saul), or his day will come that he dies, or he will go down into battle and perish. But the Lord forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the Lord’s anointed." 

We can admire David in this and we can take him as our example. But we must never think that human beings, however great or however greatly God uses them, cannot and, indeed, will not fail. It is certain that we all will in some way. Indeed James chapter 3 says, “We all stumble in many ways.” So when you see somebody struggling with lack of faith or struggling in some compromised situation because of lack of faith, certainly we may need to show them their mistake, even their sin; but having done that, we should be patient for, without doubt, sometime the shoe will be on the other foot and it’ll be us needing rebuke and help. 

Furthermore, when we find that we ourselves have done just some such foolish and faithless thing like this we might find that we can’t get ourselves out of the situation we got ourselves into straight away. We should find that agonizing. Yet we should still seek to serve the Lord and be useful to him as much as we can, even if it might only be by warning others by our own example, to learn from our folly. We need to be patient. 

Secondly, faith is a gift of God, "lest any man should boast." If we are believers and if we are not in some such compromised situation as this, there is no room for pride; there’s no room for thinking ourselves better than others. “What do we have,” says Paul, “that we have not received” as a gift from God's hand? Faith is a gift of God’s grace because we could never ever have it in any other way and Paul reminds the Ephesians of that fact just in case any of them should boast. There is no room for pride anywhere in the life of the Christian or for anything in the life of the Christian; and there is certainly no room for pride about being a Christian. A Christian must be joyful. A Christian must be thankful. But a Christian must always be humble. 

Perhaps you are not sure whether you're a Christian or not this morning. David was a Christian (so to speak), yet even his faith failed at times. If David could not preserve his faith even after having shown such wonderful faith just yesterday, friend, you will not have a hope of conjuring up faith for yourself. It’s not something we can generate in ourselves. It’s something that God gives as a gift, out of his grace, as, and to whom, and when, and where he will. 

Surely, David could never be the ultimate king and saviour of God’s people. That could only ever be the Lord Jesus Christ – the only man who had ever had faith within and of himself. And because he had faith in and of himself, he can give it to you and me. But it is a gift he gives only as we come to him acknowledging our utter helplessness in every respect and especially religiously. By nature we are spiritually dead in our sin. We need to be “created again in Christ Jesus,” as Paul puts it in Ephesians 2. 

Perhaps you see that. Perhaps you see the need of the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, but you don’t know how to believe in Jesus Christ. That is exactly right. That is wonderful. That is exactly the first place we must get to. There was a man in the Gospels who wanted one of his children healed and he came and asked the Lord to heal him and Jesus said to him, “Do you believe I can heal him?” And the man said, “Lord I believe.” And then he did a double-take and he said, “Lord, help my unbelief.” 

That is exactly the way to come to Jesus Christ and that is exactly the way to remain faithful to Jesus Christ – by knowing, and being constantly aware of the fact, that we have nothing in ourselves; that we cannot believe in him for a moment unless he enables us to. “Without me,” says Jesus, “you can do nothing.” “With me, looking to me, relying on me, trusting in me, coming to me, you can do all that I command you;” and in particular, to believe in him. That should be our constant prayer. “Lord I believe; help my unbelief.” 

Amen.

John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 26th June, 2005

�    I am indebted for these headings to Chas Spurgeon, quoted in condensed form in Pink's Life of David. (I cannot now remember how much I say here is my own and how much his.)


�    Ecclesiastes 7:20.


�   JN Darby in his Synopsis of the Bible. (One never agrees with all one reads in other men and I certainly do not agree with Darby's dispensationalism. However, dispensationalists were doing nothing if not biblical theology, and I have found Darby, as I have read him on Samuel, often has some wonderful insights into the flow of history and how it points to Christ.)


�   2 Timothy 3:16


�   John Newton's hymn, Amazing Grace, and Philippians 4:19.


�   Chapter 25


�   This would appear to be confirmed by the Lord’s response to the mere attempted genocide of the Gibeonites in 2 Sam.21. The killing of non-combatants and destruction of non-war materiel was strictly forbidden in normal war situations; Deut.20:19-20.


�   And, according to Baldwin, whom David had protected on other occasions (1 Chr.2:8; 1 Sam.30:29); indeed, when one reads those passages, even on this occasion.
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